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Professor Dr. Jørgen Kristensen Hylleberg, a
former editor of Phuket Marine Biological Center
Research Bulletin, passed away on Sunday 29,
September 2019. He was born on October 28, 1935
in Denmark. In memory, the present volume of
the Bulletin is dedicated to him. A brief of his life
history, especially in connection with the Phuket
Marine Biological Center (PMBC), is presented
hereinafter;
Of almost 84 years old, Dr J. Hylleberg served
and assisted the PMBC in various ways for more
than 30 years. He was a lecturer at Institute of Ecology
and Genetics, Aarhus University, Denmark, before
he began to work as Danish Advisor to the PMBC
during 1979–1994. He continued working for the
PMBC as consultant and project director for the
Tropical Marine Mollusc Programme (TMMP).
The TMMP was initiated at PMBC and lasted from
1991 until the programme was terminated by
sponsor DANIDA in 2004. He went back to work
as Professor Emeritus at Bioscience, Section Marine
Biology, Aarhus University, Denmark, until the
last day of his life.
During the time he worked at the PMBC, he fully
dedicated himself to supporting and promotion
the PMBC activities, including a founder of the
Thai-Danish Research Foundation. At the beginning, I,
as a PMBC young scientist, was assigned to work
closely with him in the PMBC Reference Collection
unit. Our first main research was a 3-year intensive
study of the effects of offshore tin mining on
marine benthic communities at the West Coast of
Phuket Island. Results of the studies have been
published in several journals (see bibliography
in this volume). Since Polychaeta is the dominant
group and the species are poorly known in Thai
waters, our attention was later aimed to work
concentrated on systematics of polychaetes. We
found out that about 75% of the polychaete species
we worked on were new to science. We described
many new species and revised many families of
polychaetes. Most of our research results have been

presented at International Polychaete Conferences and
published in the PMBC Research Bulletin, international
journals and the Proceedings of the Conferences, i.e. ,
Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South
Wales, Bulletin of Marine Sciences and Ophelia
(see bibliography in this volume). Since in former
time the PMBC was under Marine Fisheries Division,
Department of Fisheries, the research policy of the
PMBC was changed. We had to do more research
for supporting marine fisheries in the country. Dr. J.
Hylleberg and I worked in the Systematics unit of
the PMBC, therefore, we changed from polychaetes
to work on systematics of cephalopods. One of our
remarkable research outputs on cephalopods is
“Redescription of Idiosepius pygmaeus Steenstrup,
1881 (Cephalopoda: Idiosepiidae), with mention
of additional morphological characters. (Phuket
Marine Biological Center Research Bulletin 55:
33–42)” since it presented an additional character
of the species for re-considering evolution of
cephalopod group. The pygmy squids are not
close relatives of cuttlefish, as previously assumed,
but rather squids. We could revise this species very
carefully because the original description is written
in Danish language! (Steenstrup was a Danish
scientist). Dr. J. Hylleberg was also interested in
peanut worm (sipunculans). He studied and described
many species of sipunculans in Thai waters, and also
in Scandinavian countries. He was very skillful for
taxonomic works and scientific drawing, as well as
ecology. Apart from many new species we described
together, in honour of him I designated his name
for new species of polychaetes and cephalopods
found in Thailand, i.e., Heptaceras hyllebergi
Nateewathana, 1988 (Polychaeta: Onuphidae)
Euprymna hyllebergi Nateewathana, 1997
(Cephalopoda: Sepiolidae). Not only designated
his name to new described species but we have also
named new species after strong supporters of the
PMBC, i.e., in honour of sponsor DANIDA (Nephtys
danida Nateewathana and Hylleberg, 1986) and in
honour of the Royal Danish protector of the Thai-
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Danish Foundation, HRH Prince Henrik (Prionospio
henriki Hylleberg and Nateewathana, 1991).
Dr. J. Hylleberg and I have worked in the PMBC
Reference Collection since 1979. The Collection
has played a key role for taxonomic research and
identification of marine fauna in the Andaman
Sea. A huge scientific material increased gradually
every year, and at some point there was no more
space for storage. With the extreme effort of him
and the former Danish Ambassador to Thailand,
Mr. McIIquham Schmidt, the Government of
Denmark granted a building for housing the Reference
Collection as a gift in 1983 in the year of the
Rattanakosin Bicentennial (200 years of Bangkok)
and to commemorate 15 years of cooperation
between the Thai and Danish Governments when
it was decided to establish the PMBC. Three million
Danish kroner were granted and the building was
completed and inauguration held in September
1983. The Royal Thai Government represented
by Dr. Plodprasop Suraswadi, General Director
of Department of Fisheries, had appreciated in
his efforts and invaluable support to Thailand. He
requested the Commander (Third Class) of the
Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant from
Royal Thai Government to honour him. Later he
received, not only the Order from the Royal Thai
Government, but also the Danish Royal Decoration
Order at Dannebrogordenen of the Royal Danish
Government on September 11, 2002.
In 1991 Dr. J. Hylleberg initiated the Tropical
Marine Mollusc Programme (TMMP), with funding
from DANIDA, as a joint research activity which
in the beginning involved Denmark, India and
Thailand. Indonesia joined in 1992 and Vietnam in
1997. Subsequently the TMMP grew into a network
of cooperating from 57 institutions in 22 countries;
Australia, Belgium, Cambodia, Denmark, France,
Hong Kong, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Malaysia, the Netherlands, the Philippines, Russia,
Singapore, South Africa, Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand,
UK, USA, and Vietnam. The research has been
concentrated around the Indian Ocean, the South
Andaman Sea involving Thailand, Cambodia,
Vietnam, India and Indonesia. The programme
started with a pilot phase in 1991 and continued
with 4 regular phases from 1992–2003. It was
concluded in June 2004. To the end of the Programme,
the TMMP have published 11 sets of Proceedings
and 2 monographs. The co-operations among the
scientists in the Programme are still very fruitful

in the present day. After the TMMP programme,
Dr. Hylleberg had more interest in systematics
of molluscs. He paid attention to cockle shells of
family Cardiidae. He had huge, more than 4,000
shell specimens, collection in his private house at
Aarhus, Denmark. Most specimens collected by
himself and some were given by his students and
friends throughout the world. The specimens were
collected from East Africa to the Komodo Island,
i.e., Indo-Pacific, as well as from America and the
Mediterranean. These kept him busy and enjoying
his research till the end of his life. Several papers
and monographs of the cockles were published and
world-wide distribution (see bibliography in this
volume).
Dr. J. Hylleberg has served as an editor of
Phuket Marine Biological Center Research Bulletin
and Special Publications during 1990–2004. He
changed the format of the Research Bulletin in
order to print several papers in one volume.
Previously each contribution was printed and
bound individually. He also introduced the Special
Publications which enable the PMBC to quickly
publish reports, proceedings, and monographs. In
the 1980’s, he found out that the PMBC publications
often had financial problems. In order to remedy the
financial constraints, he recommended the establishment
of a Thai-Danish Research Foundation. The Foundation
was endorsed in 1987, under royal protection of
H.R.H. Prince Henrik of Denmark and H R.H.
Queen Sirikit of Thailand. Nowadays, the publications
are mailed on exchange to more than 250 libraries
and institutions world-wide.
Dr. J. Hylleberg was also a key person for
promotion, supporting educational activities and
research for marine biologists. He taught yearly
summer courses in marine ecology for Thai students
at the PMBC. He served as contact person and
teacher for German and Danish student summer
courses at the PMBC several times. He introduced
the Danish students from Aarhus university to use
facilities of the PMBC to carry out studies for their
M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in Denmark. He arranged
many study tours of Thai PMBC staffs to research
institutions in many countries, especially in Denmark.
He also arranged many training courses and workshops
at the PMBC, e.g., Workshops on Taxonomy and
Biology of Polychaetes, Molluscs, Echinoderms,
Fishes, Fish larvae from the Andaman sea. He
promoted many scientists from many countries to
see the work or conduct research at the PMBC. As
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Danish advisor to the PMBC, he advised and urged
the Thai staffs to present their work at international
meetings in Thailand and abroad. Most research
of Dr. J. Hylleberg, while he was in Thailand, was
carried out with me. We attended and presented our
research at several international Congresses and
Workshops, e.g., Polychaete Conferences and the
TMMP Workshops. The TMMP Workshops took
place on rotation in Cambodia, India, Indonesia
and Vietnam. Since 1992, Dr. J. Hylleberg established
the M.Sc. and Ph.D. education in Marine Science
at the University of Aarhus with support from the
Danish Ministry of Education and DANIDA. A
number of students from Thailand (including me)
Indonesia, Cambodia and Vietnam graduated from
the programme. Nowadays, these students are the
principal key persons for marine education and
research in their countries. The knowledge they
received from the courses and especially the
scientific way of thinking by Dr. J. Hylleberg is
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an invaluable asset to all students. This programme
has been a strong basic support for marine science
knowledge, research, education and co-operation
in the region. We are most grateful to him and his
staff, including his family (for much helping us
during our studies) and the Royal Danish
Government. For his activities, finally Faculty of
Fisheries, Kasetsart University, Thailand offered
him a Doctor of Philosophy (Marine science)
honoris causa on July 21, 2010.
We miss Prof. Dr. Jørgen Hylleberg and remember
with much gratitude his efforts to promote and assist
marine science carried out in Thailand, and in other
parts of the world. All of his research will last
forever and be useful for our next generations. To
this end, we would like to express our condolence
to Jørgen’s family; Mrs. Karen (wife), Ms. Tine
(daughter), and Mr. Kaare and Rune (sons). His
family is behind his successful and a happy life.
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Prof. Jørgen Kristensen Hylleberg and his family

